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PART A ~ YEAR 10 ASSESSMENT POLICY

1. What are the requirements for the award of a School Certificate

The following requirements must be fulfilled in order to achieve a School Certificate:

(a) You must have a satisfactory record of application (effort);

(b) You are required to sit for the School Certificate Tests in English – Literacy, Mathematics, Science and
Australian History/Australian Geography Civics and Citizenship, Computing Skills and make a serious
attempt in these tests;

(c) You must attend school until the final day of Year 10 as determined by the Department of Education and
Training, unless an exemption has been granted by the Principal.  (If you leave before the last day of Year
10 without an exemption or approval you will not be awarded either a School Certificate or a Record of
Achievement);

Course Requirements

You will have needed to have studied English, Mathematics, Science, History (Civics and Citizenship),
Geography (Civics and Citizenship), Creative Arts (100 hours Visual Arts and 100 hours Music), Technological
and Applied Studies (200 hours Design & Technology) and a minimum of 300 hours PD/H/PE.

Attendance Requirements

You must have an approved pattern of attendance.  Principals may grant students leave for legitimate reasons
such as illness, physical injury or holidays.  Any extensive period of unapproved absence may result in
unsatisfactory completion of a course(s) and may impact on your eligibility for the award of the School
Certificate.

2. What will I receive to show I have been awarded a School Certificate?

A School Certificate is awarded and also a Record of Achievement.  Your School Certificate shows your name
and school and states that you have met all Board of Studies requirements.

Your Record of Achievement is a cumulative record of all Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) courses completed.  It
shows grades and hours of study for each course.

School Certificates and Records of Achievement will be available to eligible students through the school.
Students will be notified when they can be collected.

3. How do I satisfactorily complete a course?

You will satisfactorily complete a course if there is sufficient evidence that you have:

(a) followed the course developed or endorsed by the Board of Studies;
(b) applied yourself with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course

by the school; and
(c) achieved some or all of the course outcomes

This means that it is your responsibility to:

¥ attend lessons in that course for the required number of hours, bringing the correct equipment and books;
¥ make a genuine effort in all class activities including assignments and homework;
¥ make a serious attempt at all your assessment tasks.
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4. What happens if I am in danger of being UNSATISFACTORY (‘N’
determination)?

If at any time it appears that you are at risk of receiving an ÔNÕ determination in any course, the Principal (or
delegate) must warn you as soon as possible and advise the parent or guardian (if the student is under 18 years
of age) in writing.  This warning should be given in time for the problem to be corrected and satisfactorily
complete the course.

If you do not comply with the above requirements and have received at least two written warnings, you may be
regarded as not having satisfactorily completed the course.  The Deputy Principal will interview you.  If you do
not make an effort to improve, the Principal will apply an ÔNÕ determination.

A student could be in danger of receiving an ÔNÕ determination if:

¥ The attendance pattern becomes unsatisfactory;
¥ Assessment tasks are not submitted;
¥ A genuine effort is not made to complete the course outcomes.

5. What happens if I receive an ‘N’ determination?

If you are given an ÔNÕ determination in one mandatory course (English, Mathematics, Science,
History/Geography, PD/H/PE), you will not be eligible for a School Certificate in that year.  A Record of
Achievement will be issued to you with an ÔNÕ recorded beside the course.  If you are given an ÔNÕ
determination in an additional course (electives) you retain eligibility for the School Certificate and a Record of
Achievement provided that all other requirements are met.  The ÔNÕ will be printed on the Record of
Achievement.

Appeal Process

You have the right to appeal against an ÔNÕ determination.  Appeals against ÔNÕ determinations should be lodged
with the Principal, who will advise you of the date by which your appeal must be submitted.  If you are
dissatisfied with the result of the school review of your appeal, you should advise the Principal that you wish the
appeal to be referred to the Board of Studies.

6. The School Certificate Tests

You will sit for the School Certificate tests in ENGLISH Ð LITERCY, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE and
HISTORY, CIVICS and CITIZENSHIP and GEOGRAPHY, CIVICS and CITIZEBSHIP, and COMPUTER
SKILLS.

For information about these tests, please refer to the Guide to the School Certificate RULES AND
PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS.

Students must make a genuine attempt to answer the test questions.

7. How will I be assessed for each of my courses?

At the conclusion of Year 10, grades will be awarded for each of your subjects which indicate your level of
achievement.  The grade you will receive is determined by how well you complete tasks that form each
subjectÕs assessment policy.

Grades in each subject will be indicated by the letters A, B, C, D and E.  The outcomes you achieve will be
matched against a set of Performance Descriptors to decide which best describes your achievement.  The
Performance Descriptors for each course are available from the Head Teacher of that course.
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Assessment will be a continuous process and it is important you complete tasks to the best of your ability.

It is your responsibility to ensure that any questions about marks, grades or comments awarded for an individual
piece of work are resolved at the time the work is handed back by the teacher.

8. Grading

The Board has developed a set of General Performance Descriptors that describe five levels of achievement, A Ð
E.  Please refer to the table following which gives an indication of how these levels help to assess your
performance.

For each course, a set of Course Performance Descriptors has been developed based on the General
Performance Descriptors.  Each descriptor is a positive statement about achievement related to the knowledge
and skills relevant to the course.

Teachers will collect assessment information about your achievements in a course and relate it to the Course
Performance Descriptors.  The information will assist the school in making the final judgment of the grade to
award you at the end of Year 10.  no grades will be awarded for Life Skills courses.  These are reported through
the achievement of outcomes on the Student Profile.

For all Board Courses and approved School Courses, student grades will be determined by the school by
comparing a studentÕs level of achievement to a number of course Performance Descriptors.  While each subject
has its own set of descriptors, all grades for both Board Courses and School Courses will relate to the general
descriptors listed below.  A description of each of the grades awarded for the School Certificate will be included
on the back of the Certificate.

GRADE GENERAL PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTORS

A

A grade indicating excellent achievement in the course.  The student has an extensive
knowledge and understanding of the course content and can readily apply this
knowledge.  In addition, the student has achieved a very high level of competence in the
processes and skills of the course and can apply these to new situations.

B

A Grade indicating a high level of achievement in the course.  The student has a
thorough knowledge of and understanding of the course content and a high level of
competence in the processes and skills of the course.  In addition, the student is able to
apply this knowledge and these skills to most new situations.

C
The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content
and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and skills.

D
A grade indicating satisfactory achievement in the course.  The student has
demonstrated a basic level of knowledge and understanding of the course content and
has achieved a basic level of competence in the processes and skills of the course.

E
The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of the content
and has achieved very limited competence in some of the processes and skills.

N

Where an A to E grade appears opposite a course, the student has satisfactorily
completed the course by meeting the following requirements:
a) attendance Ð meeting the required number of hours
b) participation in the required learning experiences and assessment tasks
c) meeting requirements in terms of effort and achievement
d) reaching at least some of the course goals
Where ÔNÕ appears in place of an A to E grade this indicates the student has failed to
meet one or more of the above requirements.
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9. What happens if:

(a) I miss an Assessment Task

No student will be disadvantaged in assessment because of illness, accident or misadventure.  If you are
absent for an assessment task, you must provide valid written evidence eg a medical certificate to the class
teacher as soon as you return to school.  Arrangements must be made to complete the task; or be given a
substitute task; or in exceptional circumstances you may be given an estimate based on other evidence.

(b) I hand in a Task late?

Deadlines for the submission of assessment assignments (or similar work) must be met.

It is necessary that a parent (or the student, if living independently) contacts the school immediately (direct a
message to the School Certificate Administrator) if one or more of the following occurs:

¥ There is a problem completing Assessment tasks by the due date.  Only in exceptional cases will an
extension be given.  Extensions can only be given by the School Certificate Administrator in consultation
with the Head Teacher and teacher.  Teachers should regularly monitor student progress so justice can still
be done if a task is submitted late.

¥ A studentÕs performance in an assessment task has been affected by illness or unforeseen misadventure
suffered immediately before or during the assessment period.

¥ A student is prevented from attending an assessment task due to illness and/or misadventure
¥ A student is prevented from submitting an on-going assessment task in person (this includes practical

projects, reports, speeches etc requiring preparation before the due date) due to illness and/or misadventure.
The school expects the student to make alternative arrangements to have the task submitted on the due date.
This will ensure that the assessment process is not compromised.

Only in exceptional cases, the Preliminary Administrator, in consultation with the Head Teacher and teacher,
may accept the task without penalty.

Where individual circumstances are of a highly confidential and exceptional nature, special cases may be
presented to the Principal for consideration.

Students are required to complete an Absence/Illness/Misadventure Application immediately they return to
school.

Note: Students cannot submit an appeal on the basis of misreading an assessment task/exam timetable. If you
miss an assessment task or arrive late to an assessment task, because you have misread an assessment task/exam
timetable contact the School Certificate Administrator immediately.

If you do not submit the task it will be classified as a Non-Attempt.

(c) I need an extension of time?

Extensions can only be granted by the Head Teacher of the relevant faculty.  An extension will be given
only when the student can prove a case of ÔextremeÕ difficulty in meeting an assignment deadline.
Application must be made prior to the due date.

(d) I cheat or truant on the day/lesson a task is to be completed?

If the Head Teacher is satisfied that you cheated in any assessment task or truanted on the day or period of
the task, a zero will be made.

(e) I am suspended on that date?
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It is your responsibility to inform the Principal or Deputy Principal if you have an assessment task due
while you are suspended.

If the task is an assignment to be handed in, you must arrange for it to be delivered to the teacher otherwise
the task will incur the late submission penalty outlined above.

For an in-class task or assessment excursion, you must contact the Head Teacher who will advise you of
the arrangements that will apply eg an alternative task may be set for the first day you return from
suspension.  In exceptional circumstances, you may be required to attend school for the duration of the
assessment task.  The Head Teacher will advise you of the time, location and supervision details and notify
the Deputy Principal.

10. Will I be notified of Assessment Tasks?

Students will be given a minimum of two (2) weeks notice for any pending assessment tasks.

Each subjectÕs assessment overview is printed in this handbook so students are aware of what will be
expected of them as they work toward attaining their School Certificate.

If you participate in a special event and this interferes with you:

i) attending an assessment activity ie examination or in-class activity OR
ii) meeting an assessment deadline OR
iii) adequately preparing for an assessment activity

then you may be eligible for special consideration in order to compensate for your loss of time and
opportunity for success.  It will be up to the Head Teacher to determine what action is appropriate.

It is the responsibility of the student to inform Head Teachers well in advance of any events which may fall
into the Ôspecial categoryÕ.

This school reserves the right to substitute or alter any part of this
Assessment Policy at any time provided that such changes be consistent

with policy of the Board of Studies and that students and parents are
notified and that all students involved are affected equally.

Barry Miller
Principal

February 2009
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PART B ~ COURSE ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

AGRICULTURE

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6 TASK 7 TASK 8

Semester 1 Semester 2

Semester 1:

Task :
Native
Trees

Task :
Half
Yearly
Exam

Task :
Prac
Work

Task:
Research
Project

Task:
Sheep
Ent.

Task:
Yearly
Exam

Task:
Prac
Work

Task:
Research
Project

Portfolio 50%

Examination 25%

Practical Work 25%

Semester 2:

Portfolio 50%

Examination 25%

Practical Work 25%

COMMERCE

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6

Semester 1 Semester 2

Semester 1:
Task :
Classwork

Task :
Assignment

Task :
Exam

Task :
Classwork

Task :

Assignment

Task:

Exam

Problem Solving Simulations

Practical activities Fieldwork
15% 15%

Inquiry based research 15% 15%

Course Content 20% 20%

Semester 2:

Problem Solving Simulations

Practical activities Fieldwork
15% 15%

Inquiry based research 15% 15%

Course Content 20% 20%
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DRAMA

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Task :
ÒExpect
RespectÓ

Task :
Compulsory &
Choice

Task :
Carpet Play

Task:
Monologue

Workshop & Performance 30% 30%

Scene Study 30% 30%

Workshop/Writing/Performance 30% 30%

Study of Character 10% 10%

ENGLISH

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semester 1 Semester 2 Ongoing Semester 2

Task : 1
Half Yearly
Exam

Task :
Cross Form
Task

Task :
Class
Assessment

Task:
Yearly Exam

Half Yearly Exam 20% 20%

Cross Form Assessment Task 20% 20%

Ongoing Class Assessment 40% 40%

Yearly Exam 20% 20%
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Assignment

Task :
Practical &
Analysis

Task :
Half Yearly
Written Exam

Task :
Report &
Practical

Task :      
Yearly Written
Exam

Food Preparation & Processing 10% 10%

Food Product Development 15% 15%

Unit 1 & 2 20% 20%

Food Trends 25% 25%

Units 1, 2 & 3 30% 30%

GEOGRAPHY

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :   
Skills Test

Task :
Half Yearly
Exam

Task :
Field Report

Task :
Aust Regional &
Global Links

Task:
Yearly Exam

Skills Test 10% 10%

Half Yearly Test 20% 20%

Geographical Management
Issue Field Report

20% 20%

Australian Regional and
Global Links

20% 20%

Yearly Examination 30% 30%
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HISTORY

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semester 1 Semester 2 Ongoing Semester 2

Task :   
Half Yearly Exam

Task :
Cross Form Task

Task :
Class Assessment

Task :
Research Project

Decade Study Assignment 20% 20%

Source Analysis 20% 20%

Ongoing Class Assessment 40% 40%

Yearly Exam 20% 20%

HISTORY - ELECTIVE

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semester 1 Semester 2 Ongoing Semester 2

Task :
Half Yearly Exam

Task :
Cross Form Task

Task :
Class Assessment

Task :
Yearly
Examination

Half Yearly Examination 20% 15% 25%

Research Assignment 20% 5% 20% 5%

Ongoing Class Assessment 40% 20% 5% 5%

Yearly Examination 20%
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY -
METAL

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Pot Stand

Task :
Nut Cracker

Task :
Bag Trolley/Bike

Task :
Yearly
Examination

Practical Exercises 50% 10% 10% 30%

Written Reports 20% 5% 5% 10%

Test Type Tasks 30% 30%

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY -
TIMBER

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Container /
Joint Work

Task :
Half Yearly
Exam

Task :
Items with
Drawers

Task :
Wall Shelf

Task:
Yearly Exam

Practical Experiences 50% 10% 20% 20%

Written Reports 20% 5% 10% 5%

Test Type Tasks 30% 10% 20%
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INFORMATION SOFTWARE & TECHNOLOGY

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Modelling &
Simulation

Task :
Half Yearly
Examination

Task :
Programming
Design &
Code

Task :
Programming
Test

Task :
Yearly
Examination

Modelling and Simulation 25% 25%

Half Yearly Examination 25% 25%

Programming Ð Design and Code 15% 15%

Programming Test 10% 10%

Yearly Examination 25% 25%

JAPANESE

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 & 2

Task :
Reading Task

Task :
Listening
Task

Task :
Reading Task

Task :
Oral Interview

Task:
Weekly spelling
test

Speaking 25% 15%

Reading 25% 10% 10%

Writing 25%

Listening 25% 10%
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MATHEMATICS

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 &
Semester 2

Task :
Common Test

Task :
Half Yearly Exam

Task :
Yearly Exam

Task :
Class Tests

Common Test (within course) 15% 15%

Half Yearly Exam 20% 20%

Yearly Exam 25% 25%

Semester 1 Ð Class Tests (shared &
individual)

20% 20%

Semester 2 Ð Class Tests (shared &
individual)

20% 20%

MUSIC

ASSESSMENT AREA TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4

Semsester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Assessment

Task :
Assessment &
Half Yearly
Examination

Task :
Assessment

Task :
Assessment &
Yearly
Examination

Performance

Listening

Composition

Theory
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT /
HEALTH / PHYSICAL EDUCATION

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6 TASK 7 TASK 8 TASK 9

TASK
10

Semester 1 Semester 2

Semester 1:

Task :
Aquatics

Task :
Fitness
Testing

Task :   
Cross
Country

Task:
Athletics

Task:
Personal
Fitness
Program

Task:
Dance

Task:
Games
1

Task:
Games
2

Task:
Games
3

Task:
Safe
Living

Practical 60% 15% 15% 15% 15%

Theory 40% 40%

Semester 2:

Practical 60% 15% 15% 15% 15%

Theory 40% 40%

PHOTOGRAPHY & DIGITAL
IMAGING

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Thematic Study 1

Task :
Thematic Study 2

Task :   
Yearly Examination

Skills/Making  30%
Knowledge 10%
(Historical/Critical)

40% 40%

Skills/Making  20%
Knowledge 20%
(Historical/Critical)

40% 40%

Skills/Making  10%
Knowledge 10%
(Historical/Critical)

20% 20%
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PHYSICAL AND SPORTS STUDIES

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6 TASK 7 TASK 8 TASK 9

TASK
10

Semester 1:

Task :
Circuit
Training

Task:
Indoor
games

Task :
Racquet
Sports

Task :   
Design
Circuit
Program

Task:
Half
Yearly
Exam

Task:
Golf

Task:
Archery

Task:
Team
Games

Task:
Tech &
Sport

Task:
Yearly
Exam

Practical 50% 50%

Theory 50% 20% 30%

Semester 2:

Practical 50% 50%

Theory 50% 20% 30%

SCIENCE

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6 TASK 7 TASK 8 TASK 9

Semester 1 Semester 2

Semester 1:

Task :
Know
-ledge

Task :
Sci.
Literacy

Task :
Science
Skills

Task :
Commu
nication

Task :
Prescrib
Focus
Areas

Task:
Prescrib
Focus
Areas

Task:
Sci.
Skills

Task:
Sci.
Literacy

Task:
Know
-ledge

Topic Tests 25% 25%

Assignment Ð Nuclear Energy 10% 10%

Practical Ð Household Water
Audit

10% 10%

Communication Ð Discussion
from Science Research
Project

5% 5%

Half Yearly Exam 50% 50%

Semester 2:

Half Yearly Exam 25% 25%

Practical Test 15% 15%

Science Research Project 20% 20%

Yearly Exam 40% 40%
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TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Portfolios,
Enviro studies

Task :
Hoodie,
Designer study

Task :
Culture /
Historical
assignment

Task :
Creative Corset,
Portfolio

Task:
Yearly
Examination

Design, Project work,
Properties & Performance,
Textiles and Society

25% 25%

Design, Project work,
Properties and Performance

25% 25%

Textiles and Society 10% 10%

Design, Project Work,
Properties and Performance

25% 25%

Design, Properties and
Performance, Textiles and
Society

15% 15%

VISUAL ARTS

ASSESSMENT AREA
SYLLABUS

WEIGHTING
TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 TASK 5 TASK 6

Semester 1 Semester 2

Task :
Body of
Works

Task :
Research
Assignment

Task :
Half Yearly
Exam

Task :
Body of
Works

Task :
Research
Assignment

Task :
Yearly Exam

Artmarking 60% 30% 30%

Art Criticism History 40% 15% 5% 15% 5%


